
 

Step-by-Step Guide to 
Moving Across the USA 

Let's face it—relocating can be overwhelming. That's why we've put together 
this comprehensive step-by-step moving guide to keep you organized. This 8-

week plan outlines everything you need to handle before, during, and after your 
move within the USA. By following these key rules and tips, you'll minimize 

stress, stay on track, and make your transition smoother so you can focus on 
enjoying your new home. 

Before Moving Day 

Planning ahead is one of the most important rules for a successful move. 

There's a lot to manage, and it can quickly feel chaotic. Use this 

checklist as your roadmap—if things get off course, refer back to it. 

Starting early ensures a less stressful experience and helps avoid last-

minute issues. 



Weeks Before Moving Day 

Begin preparations as soon as possible, ideally 8 weeks out, to give yourself ample time. 

➢ Create a Digital Folder for Your Move Organize all move-related files in one digital spot 
for easy access. Save a backup online using services like Google Drive or Dropbox. As you 
progress, add photos of estimates, receipts, and other key documents. 

➢ Get Estimates from Moving Companies Contact at least three licensed and insured 
moving companies for quotes. Compare services that fit your budget. If you're handling the 
move yourself, research rental truck costs and related expenses. 

➢ Set a Moving Budget List all anticipated costs and start saving early. Having cash on 
hand reduces stress on moving day. If relocating for work, check if your employer covers 
any expenses. 

➢ Review Moving Company Documents Carefully read all paperwork from your chosen 
mover, including services and policies, before signing. Ask questions about anything 
unclear to prevent surprises. 

➢ Assess Your New Home Once booked, evaluate your new space. Plan routes for movers, 
parking options, and traffic considerations. For apartments or condos, check for service 
elevators or building-specific moving rules. 

➢ Request Time Off Work If moving on a weekday, request leave in advance. You may need 
extra days before or after for preparation. 

➢ Enroll Kids in School If you have children, research schools in your new area using 
resources like GreatSchools. Request transcripts from their current school and submit 
documents early. 

➢ Declutter Unneeded Items Sort through belongings and get rid of what you won't take. 
Sell, donate to charities or shelters, or give away items to simplify packing. 

➢ Separate Items Movers Won't Handle Identify valuables, delicate items, or restricted 
goods (like firearms or artwork) that you'll move yourself. At minimum, make a list. 

Weeks Before Moving Day 

Lock in details and notify loved ones. This is a good time to plan farewells if needed. 



➢ Inform Family and Friends Share your moving plans with close ones. If you have kids, 
explain the process early. Use this as an opportunity to spend time together. 

➢ Ask for Help from Friends or Family If you'll need assistance on moving day, request it 
about 7 weeks ahead so they can clear their schedules. 

➢ Reserve a Moving Van Book a rental van that suits your needs and budget. If temporary 
storage is required, explore options now. 

➢ Gather Free Boxes Source used boxes from local grocery stores, liquor shops, or office 
suppliers to save money. Websites like UsedCardboardBoxes offer eco-friendly kits if 
needed. 

➢ Research Packing Tips Look up efficient packing hacks online to save space and time. 
Group similar items (e.g., kitchen appliances together) and label boxes by room. 

➢ Label Your Boxes Use color-coded labels for quick identification during unloading. Mark 
fragile boxes with instructions like "this side up" or "handle with care." 

➢ Create an Inventory List Document all items you're moving. Note box contents for 
tracking—if something's missing, you'll know if it was packed. 

➢ Photograph Wiring Setups Snap photos of how electronics are connected. Label cables to 
simplify reassembly in your new home. 

Weeks Before Moving Day 

Focus on documents, insurance, and settling affairs. 

➢ Purchase Moving Insurance Consider insurance to protect against loss or damage—it's 
optional but provides peace of mind. 

➢ Dispose of Perishables Plan meals to use up food that could spoil. Donate or consume 
pantry items like canned goods, which are heavy to transport. 

➢ Cancel Local Memberships End gym or club subscriptions you won't use. Update or close 
accounts and say goodbyes. 

➢ Collect Important Records Gather financial, legal, and medical documents in a safe 
folder. Include birth certificates and passports. 

➢ Notify Insurance Providers Update your insurance company with your new details. 

➢ Arrange Internet Service Contact a provider in your new area for installation—book 
early as slots fill quickly. 



➢ Find New Healthcare Providers Research doctors, dentists, and vets. Bring pet records if 
applicable. 

➢ Plan Your Travel Route For long-distance moves, use tools like Google Maps. Add 
enjoyable stops to make the journey fun. 

Weeks Before Moving Day 

Tie up loose ends with updates and final preparations. 

➢ Organize Bills and Receipts Create a folder for move-related expenses—some may be 
tax-deductible; check IRS guidelines. 

➢ Safely Dispose of Hazardous Items Recycle or properly discard flammable, corrosive, or 
poisonous materials. 

➢ Notify Service Providers Inform gardeners, housekeepers, or others of your move and 
end services if needed. 

➢ Set Up Mail Forwarding Arrange USPS forwarding to your new address or get a PO Box 
for transition. 

➢ Return Borrowed Items Give back anything from neighbors, family, or friends. 

➢ Arrange Childcare Find a babysitter for moving day or unpacking—family help is ideal. 

➢ Back Up Your Computer Save files to an external drive or cloud before packing. 

➢ Handle Plants If not taking them, rehome plants with someone who can care for them. 

The Week Before Moving Day 

Finalize packing and clean up. 

➢ Discard Remaining Food Throw out or donate leftovers. 

➢ Clean Your Old Home Leave the space tidy for the next occupants. 

➢ Defrost Appliances Unplug the fridge a day ahead if needed. 



➢ Redirect Deliveries Cancel or reroute pending packages. 

➢ Prepare for Walkthrough Fix minor issues like wall holes if renting. 

➢ Check Weather Forecast Plan for potential adjustments. 

➢ Withdraw Cash Have some on hand for tips or emergencies. 

➢ Clean Your New Home If accessible, tidy it before arrival. 

Moving Day 

Stay organized and start early for a smooth day. 

➢ Protect Floors and Surfaces Use covers to avoid damage. 

➢ Coordinate with Movers Answer questions and direct placement. Tip for good service. 

➢ Unpack Essentials First Set up beds, toiletries, and basics. 

➢ Greet Neighbors Introduce yourself. 

➢ Stock Up on Groceries Buy essentials for the first few days. 

➢ Install Window Coverings Ensure privacy with curtains or blinds. 

After Moving Day 

Settle in and handle post-move tasks. 

The Week After 

➢ Review Your Movers Leave feedback to help others. 

➢ Deep Clean New Home Clean carpets and chimneys if applicable. 

➢ Finish Unpacking Reuse or donate boxes. 

➢ Set Up Security Install a system early. 

➢ Explore the Area Get familiar with your surroundings. 

➢ Update Friends and Family Let them know you've arrived safely. 



Two Weeks After 

➢ Unpack Remaining Items Put everything in place. 

➢ Duplicate Keys Make extras for trusted people. 

➢ Schedule Home Improvements Get quotes for painting or repairs. 

➢ Visit New Vet Introduce pets with a checkup. 

➢ Update Bank Details Change your address online. 

➢ Follow Up on Deposit Contact your old landlord if renting. 

➢ Change Locks For added security. 

➢ Learn Trash Schedule Know local pickup days. 

➢ Test Safety Devices Replace batteries in smoke alarms; add CO detectors. 

➢ Inspect Utilities Have professionals check wiring and systems. 
 

 

Congratulations—you've made it! 
Following these essential moving rules will help ensure a 

hassle-free relocation across the USA. If you need 
professional assistance, reach out to us at +1 (888) 711-

4778, info@independencemovingandstorage.com, or 362 
Ridgewood Dr Soldotna, Alaska (AK), 99669. 

 


